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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

By aligning with the Charities Review

Council, we are ensuring that every donor

dollar is managed with integrity and

accountability to our community.” . a»

Christie Denson
BOARD CHAIR

HELLO NEIGHBOR,

This year, the Woodbury Com munity
Foundation reached new heights, powered
entirely by volunteers. Together, over 600
volunteers gave more than 12,500 hours of
time back to our community. Every meal
packed, scholarship awarded, grant
distributed, and event hosted was made

Board and Emeritus Boat Cruise

possible by people who give, not for As we look ahead, we are inspired by what is

recognition, but out of love for Woodbury. possible. In the coming decade, an estimated
$12 billion in wealth will transfer within

To every donor, sponsor, business, partner, Washington County, as families pass assets to

and volunteer who stood beside us this year, the next generation. Even a small percentage of

thank you for believing in our mission and those dollars, when given locally, has the power

helping us strengthen our community in to shape the future of Woodbury for

meaningful Ways. The heart Of this generations to come.

Foundation is its people - individuals who

believe in connection, generosity, and the The time to act isnow. We have begun the

promise of a stronger tomorrow. process of pursuing certification through the
Charities Review Council, affirming our

Our grOWth thIS year refleCtS an incredible commitment tothe h|ghest standards of

trajectory. We have made deliberate transparency, ethics, and governance.

investments in systems and structures that

allow us to scale the support we offer to Together, we will continue to connect people,

donors and comm Unity leaders alike. purpose, and generosity to ensure that

Whether through our growing pool of Woodbury remains a premier and caring

monthly donors, adding new donor-advised place to live, work, and give.

funds, or the charitable initiatives we fiscally ) )

sponsor, every gift made through WCF is With gratitude,

magnified. Our newly launched Field of .
Interest Funds, focused on Arts & Culture, cM ayua-a\
Health & Human Services, and the

Environment, are designed to springboard L

local philanthropy, creating long-term Christie Denson

sustainability and lasting community impact. BOARD CHAIR
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2024-2025
Board & Staff

Christie Jacques Ross Kathy Matthew
Denson Peulen Hillukka Carlson Johnson
Board Chair Vice Chair Treasurer Secretary Past Chair

\‘j/ 3
Cindy Manali
Clinton Shanley Shah

Director Director Director
* Elizabeth Allen * Lucilla Davila * Manali Shah * Erich Mische
* Anne Burt * Christie Denson + Cindy Shanley * Ross Hillukka,
* Jack Clinton + Kelly Jansen *+ Margaret Wachholz + Mac Ryerse
» Kathy Carlson *+ MattJohnson * Surraane Fufa *+ Noah Wahlquist
* Jim Curnow » Jacques Peulen * Megan Lester » Shelly Shafer, City Liaison

OFFICE & SUPPORT STAFF

« Norma Lanners, Administrative Assistant
* Simi Patnaik, Woodbury Thrives Coordinator
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WHO WE ARE

THE WCF

The Woodbury Community
Foundation (WCF) is a 501(c)(3)
charitable organization that
assures that our city is a
premier and caring place to live
and work for all. We inspire
collaboration by connecting
individuals and businesses with
causes that matter, making a
real impact within our
community and producing real,
measurable results.

2025 Woodbury Community Academy

OUR MISSION OUR GREATEST
Our mission is to strengthen our community INSPIRATION

by connecting people and organizations with
causes that matter.

The inspired determination of our board

OU R VISION members, donors., voluntgers, and part'ners
working through innovative collaborations
fuels our goal, to promote a thriving
Our vision is to ensure our community is a community and improve the quality of life

premier and caring place to live, work and play. for all who call Woodbury, Minnesota home.

OVER 22 YEARS WHO WE SERVE

The residents of Woodbury, Minnesota, as well as
OF COMMUNITY surrounding communities within the South Washington

I M P ACT County School District (SoWashCo) and the broader
Washington County area.

(2 743\
6.6 )

People We Support Growing Local Philanthropy Areas of Focus
Connecting youth, Helping individuals, families, and Strengthening Woodbury
families, older adults, and businesses give back through through leadership, health &
our neighbors facing donor advised funds, legacy gifts, human services, equity, the

barriers to well-being. and community investments. environment, arts & culture.
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WOODBURY
COMMUNITY
ACADEMY

WOODBURY
THRIVES

NON-PROFIT
ROUNDTABLE

WOODBURY
CHAMPIONS

COMMUNITY IMPACT
PROGRAMS

Woodbury Community Foundation Programs

This nine-week program, offered in partnership with the City of Woodbury, introduces
residents to how city government, schools, nonprofits, and businesses work together to
shape our community. Participants gain behind-the-scenes access, complete a
community project, and graduate with a deeper understanding of civic life and the
history of Woodbury. The Academy develops leaders who are equipped to engage and
strengthen Woodbury.

Woodbury Thrives promotes wellness and healthy living through partnerships and
events like the Community Garden, bike initiatives, health screenings, and educational
forums. By bringing neighbors together around health, food access, and active living,
the program creates a more connected and resilient community. Woodbury Thrives
connects our community to inspire health and well-being for everyone.

This quarterly gathering convenes 30-40 nonprofit leaders to share resources, training,

and collaboration opportunities. The Roundtable strengthens the local nonprofit sector

by providing shared learning, community data, and connections that increase collective
impact. The Roundtable connects community organizations to amplify impact

Champions are WCF's hands-on volunteer network, open to anyone who wants to
make a difference locally. They participate in service projects like school supply drives,
winter clothing collections, and hygiene kit packing events—while also connecting
through social gatherings. Champions connect neighbors through service and grow a
culture of giving back.

YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

FISCAL SPONSORSHIP LEADERSHIP ACADEMY (YELA)

IN FISCAL YEAR 2025 YELA is a free summer program for rising high

school seniors to learn about community

WCEF fiscal sponsorship program leadership and civic engagement. Students meet

allows commmunity groups or charities with city, nonprofit, and business leaders, develop
to carry out their missions under the new skills, and may earn scholarships through

Foundation's nonprofit umbrella,
providing administrative support,

essay submissions. YELA develops future leaders
with a strong commitment to service.

financial oversight, and tax-deductible
giving options. WCF's Fiscal Sponsors WOODBURY RACIAL EQUITY

in 2025 are:

COLLABORATIVE

Angels of Hope Memorial Fund This initiative brings residents, schools,
Bash for Brains Fund government, and nonprofits together to advance

East Ridge High School Boys
Volleyball Booster Club

Live Brave Fund

MN Wild Sled Hockey

One Woodbury Fund more inclusive and equitable city.
Rounds for Rebs Fund
Woodbury Firefighter Alumni
Association Fund

Woodbury News Net Fund
Yellow Ribbon Network

racial equity in Woodbury. Through speaker series
events, facilitated conversations, and policy
engagement, the Collaborative builds
understanding and drives meaningful change. The
Collaborative connects community to create a

Visit our website for a comprehensive list
of ALL of our local causes, volunteering
opportunities, and ways to contribute.


http://www.woodburyfoundation.org/how-to-get-involved
http://www.woodburyfoundation.org/how-to-get-involved
http://www.woodburyfoundation.org/how-to-get-involved
http://www.woodburyfoundation.org/how-to-get-involved
http://www.woodburyfoundation.org/how-to-get-involved
http://www.woodburyfoundation.org/how-to-get-involved
http://www.woodburyfoundation.org/how-to-get-involved
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YEAR IN REVIEW

‘ Blaze Credit Union is proud to be a long-standing
supporter of the Woodbury Community Foundation.

“We believe in the power of connection, and the Foundation exemplifies
this by bringing together individuals, businesses, and nonprofits to
champion causes that uplift our community. Their commitment to
fostering meaningful partnerships and driving positive change has Dan St_‘"tz
touched countless lives, and we're honored to stand beside them in CEO/PreSI(.jent Qf
building a stronger, more compassionate Woodbury.” Blaze Credit Union

$298,855

Program dollars spent to support Woodbury

12,600+

VOLUNTEER HOUR
Ot OURS \ / WINTER CLOTHING ITEMS

Contributed to the
Woodbury Community SSSSSED 26 %@

A 68% INCREASE FROM LAST YEAR! COLLECTION SITES

| VA Frimininll 400+ 70

35 oisod Beds LOCAL FAMILIESll COMMUNITY
Served with meals, hygiene LEADERS
'I Wheel-Chair kits, bike helmets, backpacks, Trained to strengthen
Accessible Plots and school supplies. local impact

w 330 lbs

915 | 2,205 | E: 50+

DONORS DONATIONS FLU VACCINES
PROCESSED

of fresh produce donated to
Open Cupboard from the
Community Garden

provided at Thrives Clinic
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CITY OF
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Ed Myatt, Community Garden

WOODBURY ARTS
& CULTURE FUND

The Woodbury Arts & Culture Fund was
created to foster a vibrant and thriving
arts and cultural scene in Woodbury,
enriching the lives of residents and
visitors alike. This fund supports the
development and promotion of artistic
expression, cultural heritage, and creative
experiences within our community.

WOODBURY
ENVIRONMENT FUND

The Woodbury Environment Fund is
dedicated to help the environmental
integrity of Woodbury for current and
future generations. We believe that a
healthy environment is essential for the
well-being of our community and strive to
safeguard the unique natural resources
that define our city.

by

FIELD OF INTEREST
FUNDS WILL SEED
FUTURE GRANT MAKING

2024 YELA Scholarship Winners

INVESTING IN TOMORROW

In order to begin investing in areas that we believe contribute to a
vibrant and well-rounded community, the Woodbury Community
Foundation board initiated three field of interest funds for our
residents to begin supporting. This allows donors to focus their
charitable giving on a specific area of interest, while still benefiting
from the expertise of the foundation in identifying the most
impactful organizations within that area. This provides flexibility to
adapt to changing community needs over time, and ensure their
donation is strategically distributed across relevant causes without
needing to choose a single organization upfront

WOODBURY HEALTH &
HUMAN SERVICES FUND

The Woodbury Health & Human Services Fund provides
essential support to individuals and families in need, ensuring
access to vital resources and services that promote well-being
and build a stronger, more equitable community. We envision
a Woodbury where everyone has the opportunity to live a
healthy, fulfilling, and dignified life.

HEART OF WOODBURY
Together,
ENDOWMENT ogether, we
stronger

W db .
The Heart of Woodbury Endowment, established 'Dooona t:ré
by the Wopdbury Community Foundation, offers g"yeswc can ?f;
a safe, flexible, and powerful way to support the the QR code
future needs of our community in perpetuity. The Vik;?t'i"nvg ol
endowment is designed to be responsive — website.

flexible enough to address new challenges and
seize new opportunities as they arise. Whether it's
responding to urgent community needs or
investing in long-term solutions, this fund is built
to serve both today and tomorrow.
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JIM AND DARLYS CURNOW
USE THE TAX ADVANTAGES
OF A DONOR-DESIGNATED
FUND TO MAXIMIZE GIVING

When Jim Curnow began taking Required
Minimum Distributions (RMDs) from his IRA
(which begin at age 70 %2), he used the tax
strategy of a Qualified Charitable
Distribution (QCD) to support his favorite
charities and reduce his taxable income.

“I started using the QCD provision to directly
donate to our endowed scholarship fund at
my alma mater, South Dakota School of
Mines and Technology, which supports four
scholarships that are awarded each year.
This also allowed me to keep my taxable
income to a reasonable increase,” says Jim.
He and his wife, Darlys, have lived in
Woodbury for 46 years, where they raised
their two children.

To add additional flexibility and tax
advantages, the Curnows established a
Donor Designated Fund with Woodbury
Community Foundation, which, unlike
Donor Advised Funds, can also be made
via a QCD from an IRA.

“In addition to our endowed fund at my
alma mater, we now have funds available for
grants to Woodbury non-profits, the
Woodbury Community Foundation’s
discretionary fund or, when desired for
income tax planning, we can use a fund for
future QCD donations and grants,” says Jim.

At the Woodbury Community Foundation,
we help generous residents like Jim and
Darlys make the most of their giving by
connecting their financial goals with

causes that strengthen our community.
With thoughtful planning, generosity can
go even farther, turning smart tax
strategies into lasting community impact.

IMPACT STORY:

LAUNCHING A DONOR

DESIGNATED FUND

‘ ‘ We established a Donor
Designated Fund via a
QCD from my IRA.

Donor Advised
Fund (DAF)

You recommend which
charities receive grants
and can change them
anytime.

You receive a full tax
deduction when you
make your gift.

The fund can grow
through investments

before grants are made.

You can name family or
others to continue
advising after your
lifetime.

QCD Note: IRA QCDs
cannot be made
directly into a Donor
Advised Fund under
IRS rules.

* You choose one or

* The Foundation

* You receive a full tax

* The fund continues

* QCD Advantage: |IRA

We now have funds
available for grants
to Woodbury non-

profits, to our endowed
fund at my alma
mater, or to the
Woodbury Community
Foundation’s
discretionary fund.”

-Jim Curnow

Donor
Designated
Fund (DDF)

more specific charities
when you set up the
fund.

automatically sends
grants to those
organizations each
year.

deduction when you
make your gift.

supporting your chosen
charities forever.

QCDs can be
contributed directly to
a Donor Designated
Fund, offering a simple
way to support your
favorite causes tax-free.
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Community Garden Committee awarded
Volunteer of the Year from City of Woodbury

The Woodbury Community Garden
operates under the Woodbury
Foundation program Woodbury Thrives.
Now in its third season, the project truly
demonstrates the Foundation's mission
of connecting people and organizations
to causes that matter.

“The Community Garden is a place where
we foster connection, “ says Simi Patnaik,
Woodbury Thrives Coordinator.
“Gardeners come in not knowing each
other and make new friends they never
would have met otherwise.”

What beganin 2022 with 16 plots from
the City on an experimental basis, has
grown to an expansive program that
connects volunteers, gardeners,
government agencies, and non-profits
and is helping to serve environmental and
health and human service goals in
Woodbury.

“Within 24 hours of the launch of the pilot
program, all plots were reserved,” says
Simi. “The excitement and momentum
we've seen over the last three years for
the Garden has been nothing short of
amazing.”

In addition to key support from the City,
Woodbury Thrives works closely with
Washington County. Funding from the
County’s Statewide Health Improvement
Plan grant, along with grant money from
the Woodbury Community Foundation,
was used to start the garden. Additional
funding from AARP and the Minnesota

Department of Agriculture helped the
initiative expand significantly.

In 2023 the garden grew to 48 plots.
Recognizing the growing demand and
the need for greater accessibility, in 2025
the garden added another 48 in-ground
plots, 35 raised bed gardens,and 12
wheelchair-accessible raised beds, fora
total of 143 plots.

In 2025 gardeners donated over 330
pounds of fresh produce to Open
Cupboard, the local food shelf. Plot 1A is
reserved for Foundation volunteers to
grow produce specifically for that purpose.
The garden also benefits from compost
from the County's Food Scraps program
and is the site for a beehive improving
pollinator habitat in our community.

Last month, the City of Woodbury
recognized the Garden Committee as
Outstanding Volunteers. “The Woodbury
Community Garden Committee has
demonstrated outstanding vision,
dedication, and impactin creating an
inclusive and thriving community space
that promotes positive social interaction,
healthy living, and overall well-

being,"” wrote Reed Smidt, Recreation
Operations Manager, in his nomination of
the committee for the award. “Their work
has provided residents with opportunities
not only to grow nutritious food but also
to engage with neighbors, develop new
skills, and experience the physical and
mental health benefits of gardening.”
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

STATEMENT OF
ACTIVITIES

REVENUE
Contributions & Grants

Fundraising Events

Program Service Revenue
Administrative Fees (Agency Funds Only)
Investment Interest & Dividends

Total 990 Gross Revenue

Investment Market growth

TOTAL

$268,750.00
$245,547.00
$9,000.00

$640.00
$51,627.00
$575,564.00
$47,404.00

$622,968.00

WCF EXPENSES

Mission Support Management
Mission Support Fundraising
Program Service Expenses
Total 990 Gross Revenue
Fundraising Event Expenses

TOTAL

MAJOR PROGRAM EXPENSES

WCF PROGRAM & GRANTS

As a Community Foundation committed to making
a positive impact in Woodbury, we are dedicated to
nurturing and supporting charitable initiatives that
enhance the wellbeing of our community. Our
focus areas include promoting health and wellness,
ensuring public safety, supporting youth
development, and assisting economically
vulnerable residents.

EXPENSES $95,593
WCF Grants Paid $48544
WCF Program Expenses $47,049

Includes the following WCF initiatives:

*  Woodbury Community Academy

+  Woodbury Racial Equity Collaborative/Anti Racism Fund
* Woodbury Champions

*  Winter Clothing Drive

* Youth Engagement Leadership Academy

* Woodbury Public Safety and Community Support Fund
* Grants made from Inez Oehlke Legacy Fund

* Grants made from Donor Advised Funds held

*  Heart of Woodbury Fund

*  Environment Fund

* Arts & Culture Fund

*  Health & Human Services Fund

* Woodbury Thrives & Woodbury Community Garden

$58,762.00
$20,040.00
$298,855.00
$377,657.00
$158,130.00

$535,787.00

FISCAL SPONSOR PROGRAMS & GRANTS
We prioritize collaboration and work closely with

our network of non-profits, fund holders, donors and
volunteersto meet the unique needs of Woodbury.

Our ultimate goal is to promote a thriving commmunity
and improve the quality of life for all who call Woodbury
home. This includes working as a fiscal sponsor,
custodian, and sponsor for other organizations and
individuals making an impact in the City of Woodbury.

EXPENSES $203,262
Fiscal Sponsor Program Grants Paid  $107,771
Fiscal Sponsor Expenses $95,491

Includes the following Partner initiatives:

* Angel of Hope Memorial Fund

* Bashfor Brains Fund

* MN Wild Sled Hockey
Woodbury Firefighter's Alumni Fund

* Woodbury News Net

+ East Ridge High School Boys Volleyball Booster
Club

* Live Brave Fund

+ One Woodbury Fund

* Rounds For Rebs Fund

*  Yellow Ribbon Network Fund




WOODBURY
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

STATEMENT OF
FINANCIAL POSITION

‘ ‘ Generosity should be as impactful as it is intentional. Through our

a ‘f" many fund options, including donor advised and donor designated funds,
‘ blended with thoughtful estate planning - powered by our partnership with

v Apex Legacy Consultants - we help individuals turn their values into lasting
' legacies. Together we're building a future of sustainable giving in Woodbury;,

Ross Hillukka ensuring the strength and vitality of our community for generations to come."
Treasurer

$1.34M | $156K | 2205

Current Assets Total Grants Distributed Donations Processed
in 2024 - 2025 in 2024 - 2025 in 2024-2025

CURRENT ASSETS LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Investments $1,067,387 Current Liabilities (Agency Funds) $49.817

Pledges receivables, net of current position, ) o
$4,500 Assets Without Donor Restrictions $509,511

discounts and allowances

Other Assets (cash) $273,438 Assets with Donor Restriction $785,997

TOTAL ASSETS $1,345,325 NET TOTAL $1,345,325

TOTAL ASSETS FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES TOTAL GRANTS

39% 79% 16% 31%
o 5% L
61% 69%

BENEFITING
WOODBURY
THROUGH
MANAGED

F U N D S Total: $1,295,508 Total: $377,657 Total: $156,315
M Restricted: $785997 M pProgram: $298,855 WCF Grants: $48,544
. Unrestricted: $509,511 . Management: $58,762 . Fiscal Sponsor Grants:

Empowering
Woodbury's Future with
Managed Resources

B rFundraising: $20,040 $107,771
Notes & Key

« Total Functional expenses for 2024-2025 are $377,657
* Internal Grants dispersed in 2024-2025 and Administrative
Fees applied to non-Agency Funds are not reflected.




WOODBURY ,
COMMUNITY Q_’

FOUNDATION ¢
{:_/ i ‘ :},'

In addition to their financial support,
local realtors Mike and Lynn Olson have
found value in giving back with their
time. They have served as key volunteers
for the Foundation's annual fundraiser,
Friends Fest, where they lead
sponsorship efforts, as well as work with
the Woodbury Champions, WCF's
volunteer program.

According to Mike, when he and Lynn
first got involved with the Foundation, it
was more about writing a donation
check. Attending a Champions event
changed their perspective.

“We really enjoyed helping fill backpacks
with school supplies or food packs for
those in need. It's a great way to meet
people and give back to the
community,” Lynn adds.

Both agree they are passionate about
the Woodbury Champions and
appreciate an easy opportunity to
increase their community involvement.

“You don't have to come up.with how to
get involved. They tell you. Champions is
the perfect way for people who want to be
part of the community and don’t know
what to do,” adds Mike.

From packing school su pplies to

volunteering with Woodbury Community
Foundation brings them closer to their
community and to each other.
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David Parker

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Noah Wahlquist started with Woodbury Community
Foundation in his junior year at East Ridge High School
as a Student Director. As a member of various high
school organizations like the Key Club, National Honor
Society, and JROTC chapters, he engaged other student
volunteers, connecting them with WCF's many
initiatives to better our community.

“Having lived in Woodbury my whole life, | have always
looked for ways to give back to this community,” says
Noah. “Engaging in service not only gives you the
chance to help your neighbor, but also to learn about
and improve yourself.”

Now in his freshman year at BYU in Utah, Noah
continues to support WCF even from a distance,
helping with projects he can do remotely.

We believe that students like Noah, who grow up
serving in Woodbury, return as adults and professionals
who continue to give back.

David Parker is a graduate of the Foundation’s
leadership program, the Woodbury Community
Academy, and as a result of this program now serves as
a board member of SoWashCo CARES, the district’s
Education Foundation.

After attending the Woodbury Community Academy in
2023, Parker learned how the city, county, and school
districts operate and support each other. He credits
the program with exposing him to other volunteer
opportunities in Woodbury and inspiring him to join
the SoWashCo CARES organization, which provides
important resources for students in need in ISD 833.

“| realized SoWashCo Cares is exactly where | wanted to
get involved - to provide support for kids to be
successful,” David adds.

David is a great example of how leaders are cultivated
in the Woodbury Community Academy and connected
to causes that matter.
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THANK YOU / JOIN US

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT

We appreciate each With your dedicated time  Thank you again for your

person, organization, and funding, many lives  dedication and we all look
business, and donor who  have been impacted for forward to the new

helped create positive the better and new opportunities 2026 has in
change in our Woodbury meaningful community store for our community.
community this last year. programs created.

HOW DO | DONATE OR JOIN
THE WOODBURY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION?

We offer many ways to support Champions are members of our
causes that matter to you volunteer network, are committed
whether you're looking to give to giving back, and take partin
back with your time, your talent or community events like social meet-
your treasures. ups and happy hours to develop
stronger relationships with our local
Would you consider a donation to non-profits and volunteers.

one of our growing programs?
You can find more information on
A great starting point is to become these items, current events, and so

a Woodbury Community much more on our website.
Foundation Champion.

Together, we can build a
stronger Woodbury.

DONATE TODAY g e G
scanning the QR code
° below orvisiting
our website.

START CHANGING LIVES TOMORROW.

Contact us to establish a fund in partnership with the
Woodbury Community Foundation.

@ 651.505.7024

Connecting

You to causes that WoodburyFoundation.org
WCF@WoodburyFoundation.org
2042 Wooddale Dr,#250 Woodbury, MN 55125


https://www.woodburyfoundation.org/woodbury-champions/
https://www.woodburyfoundation.org/woodbury-champions/
https://www.woodburyfoundation.org/woodbury-champions/
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